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Session Start 
Times 
08h00 

REGISTRATION 
Arrival tea and coffee / Networking / Shopping 

09h00 - 09h30 

 
OPENING – SAMA President - Nicky Rodseth (10min) 

A Castle  Story (20min) 
P-J Urban 

 

09h30 - 10h20 
SESSION 1:   Main Venue – 50 min - All ages 

Flourishing Humanity: The Child's Creative Task in an Evolving Cosmos 
Allan Nguyen 

10h30 - 11h30 

SESSION 2: Breakaways – 60 min 

 
Breakaway Toddler 

 
Breakaway Preschool Breakaway Elementary 

Creating an Inclusive Environment for 
All Toddlers to Flourish 

 
Joelene Draper & Claire Howie 

 
Art as a Foundation for Skill Development in the 

Montessori Classroom 
 

Kym van Straaten  
 

The Power of Storytelling 
 

P-J Urban 
 

11h30 - 11h50 
 

TEA BREAK - 20 min 
 Refreshments / Networking / Shopping 

 

12h00 - 12h50 

 
SESSION 3:  KEYNOTE Main Venue – 50 min - All Ages 

Once Upon an Ever After 
 

Prof Dorian Haarhof 
 

12h50 - 13h40 LUNCH - 45 minutes 

13h40 - 14h40 

SESSION 4: Breakaways – 60 min 

Breakaway Toddler Breakaway Preschool Breakaway Elementary 

 
Trusting Relationships: The Foundation 

for Flourishing in a Toddler 
Environment 

 
Claire Goffe-Wood & Emma Medell 

 

 
 

Maximising the Potential of the 5-6 Year-Old 
Child’s Mathematical Mind 

 
Helen van Der Merwe 

 
 

 
 

The Role of History in the 
Montessori Curriculum 

 
 Sharon Caldwell 

 
 

14h50 - 15h40 

 
SESSION 5 :  Main Venue – 50 min - All Ages 

Flourishing Through Our Parent Partnerships 
 

Kym van Straaten 
 

15h50 - 16h50 

SESSION 6: Breakaways – 60 min 

Breakaway Toddler Breakaway PreSchool Breakaway Elementary 

 
Supporting Autonomous Construction 

 
Joelene Draper & Claire Howie 

 

 
Phonological Awareness in the Preschool and 

Early Primary Child 
 

Autumn Engelke 
 

 
Deep Dive Discussion: 

Montessori in the SA Context and 
Independent Schools Rights 

 
SAMA 

 
 

17h00 
 

CLOSING DAY ONE 
 


